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NEWSLETTER UPDATE 
10 MAY 2021
Dear all
Family Justice Picnic in the Park: Friday 2 July 2021 from 4.30pm @ Bradgate Park
Now that lockdown measures are gradually being eased and in anticipation of the government’s road map allowing for most restrictions to end by 21 June, we thought it would be nice to have a low key social event to enable everyone to catch up with friends and colleagues. So, whatever your role within Family Justice in Leicestershire, please come along to Bradgate Park from 4.30pm on Friday 2 July 2021. Bring a picnic, something to drink and something to sit on. Bring your family if you would like to. If anyone has any rounders equipment perhaps they will bring it along. Meet near to the Deer Barn Tearoom and Visitor Centre.




Courts will aim to finish by 4pm on this date. If the weather is dreadful and the event has to be postponed, a message will be sent round so keep in touch via the usual channels.
Public Law new forms and orders
Those of you undertaking care cases should be aware of the proposed new forms for use in public law cases that have been published nationally. Word versions of the forms that we intend to start using locally from Tuesday 1 June 2021 are included below. There may be a few changes to these as we continue to discuss them, but any changes are likely to be minor and so I have attached them so you can start to familiarise yourselves with them. Feel free to start using them voluntarily straight away if you wish. The Case Summary document will not apply retrospectively to cases already issued before 1st June but only to those issued from that date. However, the new format is shorter than the current one and so it may be the preference of those drafting them on behalf of the local authority, to use the new template in any event. 






[bookmark: _MON_1682000143][bookmark: _MON_1682000207][bookmark: _MON_1682001080]                                     






[bookmark: _MON_1682000735][bookmark: _MON_1682000835][bookmark: _MON_1682000878]                          

I am hoping that it will be possible for these forms to be placed onto the LFJB website for easy access. 
Best wishes
[bookmark: _GoBack]HHJ Jane George 
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ADVM Sandard CMH.docx
[bookmark: _GoBack]FS. Advocates' meeting minute: CMH / FCMH





ADVOCATES' MEETING MINUTE CMH/FCMH



Case Number: Name of child(ren): Date of meeting: Date of heari ng:

In Attendance/ By Telephone:



LA

Mother Father

Other parties Child(ren) Interveners



The agenda items appear in bold and are numbered.



1. Confirmation from LA of interim care plan e.g placements/contact/child(ren)'s progress



Issues in the case



Under each heading set out what is agreed and not agreed and the position of the party who is in d isagreement .



If a party's position is unknown please state the reason why.







2. Orders sought by the LA and Interim Care Plan









139



3. Does any party raise issue with LA assessments and seek further assessment? If yes, state reason why.





4. Do the issues in the case deem an expert assessment necessary? If yes, state reason why.





5. What family assessments/connected persons are to be completed and by when?







6. [image: ]Do any of the following issues feature in this case? Paternity

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]HMRC/DWP orders Immigration issues Capacity/cognitive functioning International elements

[image: ]Separate representation for the child







Case management Order



7. Timetable of the case







8. Disclosure







9. Evidence







1a.Assessments





11. Compliance with previous CMO orders





12. Required reading
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Representation for the parties at the hearing wi
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ADVM Note IRH
F6. Advocates' meeting minute: IRH



ADVOCATES' MEETING MINUTE

IRH



Case Number: Name of child(ren): Date of meeting: Date of heari ng:

In Attendance/ By Telephone:



LA

Mother Father

Other parties Child(ren) Interveners

The agenda items appear in bold and are numbered. Issues in the case



Under each heading set out what is agreed and not agreed and the position of the party who is in d isag reement .



If a party's position is unknown please state the reason why.





1. Threshold







2. LA's plan







3. Expert evidence
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4. Assessments of family members







Housekeeping for final hearing



5. Compliance with previous CMOs







6. Outstanding disclosure (medical/police/other)







7. Timing of any further evidence







8. Witness template







9. Time estimate for final hearing







10. Bundle content and size





11. Required reading







Representation for the parties at the hearing will be:
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ADVM Note Urgent Hearings.docx
F4. Advocates' meeting minute: urgent/ short-notice hearing





ADVOCATES' MEETING MINUTE URGENT/SHORT NOTICE HEARING

Case Numb er: Name of child(ren): Date of meeting: Date of heari ng:

In Attendance/ By Telephone:



LA

Mother Father Child(ren)



The agenda items appear in bold and are numbered.



1. Current placement(s) / contact arrangements





2. LA's interim plan





3. [image: ][image: ][image: ]Position of the parents Paternity HMRC/DWP orders Immigration issues

[image: ][image: ][image: ]Capacity/cognitive functioning Drug/alcohol testing Assessments

[image: ]Participation directions

[image: ]Connected persons, current relationship with the child





4. Position of the CG

[image: ]Separate representation required?
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5. Contested interim hearing (if sought upon issue)



i. All parties served as required/notice provided



ii. Is contested hearing still required?



iii. To be dealt with on submissions/witness requirements



iv. Issues for the hearing



v. Interim threshold





6. Allocation





7. Threshold





8. Timetable for the child





9. International elements - jurisdiction; assessments out of the jurisdiction





10. Part 25 applications





11. Additional disclosure sought by parties





12. Checklist documents to be filed within proceedings





13. Further case management directions





14. Required reading



Representation for the parties at the hearing will be:
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PRECEDENT%20LIBRARY.docx
Order 8.2: Public Law Case Management Directions and Orders Precedent Library 

[bookmark: _top][bookmark: _GoBack]Precedent Library of Public Law Case Management Directions and Orders





This document contains a comprehensive library of case management directions and orders in public law cases to be added to the standard short form templates as appropriate.  



TABLE OF CONTENTS



		Adjournment of hearing

		6



		Advocates’ meetings

		108



		Allocation to judiciary

		Sch 2



		Alternative carer assessments

		55



		Attendance at hearings

		124



		Authorisation to local authority to refuse contact: section 34(4)

		8



		Care order

		157



		Compliance warning

		page 3



		Confidentiality warning

		page 3



		Child arrangements order

		162



		Children’s current arrangements

		Sch 1



		Children giving evidence

		41



		Children’s guardian’s analysis

		107



		Contact records

		60



		Criminal proceedings: disclosure of concluded criminal proceedings

		74



		Criminal proceedings: linked care and criminal proceedings

		Sch 5



		Designated local authority

		131



		Disclosure: local authority outstanding

		14



		Disclosure of order

		147



		Disclosure of other proceedings

		70



		Disclosure to assist parallel planning

		149



		Disclosure to police/CPS

		73



		Documents/bundles

		151



		Drug/alcohol testing

		77



		Exclusion requirement: section 38A

		9



		Experts

		90



		Extension of proceedings

		150



		Fact-finding hearing

		110



		Family group conference

		52



		Final evidence

		111



		Final hearing

		121



		Final orders

		157



		General Provisions

		page 3



		Health visitor evidence

		66



		Immigration information

		5



		Independent reviewing officer

		135



		Information for litigants in person

		page 3



		Interim care order

		7



		Interim supervision order

		7



		Interpreters

		127



		Involving children

		44



		Issue resolution hearing

		115



		Joinder of parties/interveners

		16



		Jurisdiction

		2



		Key issues

		Sch 13



		Litigation capacity/cognitive assessment

		22



		Medical records

		61



		No order on withdrawal of application

		164



		Parental responsibility

		15



		Parenting assessment

		87



		Parents’ initial statement

		50



		Parties’ positions

		Sch 14



		Participation directions/ground rules

		30



		Paternity testing

		81



		Penal notice

		page 3



		Placement directions

		142



		Placement order

		158



		Police disclosure

		Sch 4



		Recitals

		1



		Residential assessment

		102



		Response to threshold

		50



		School/nursery reports

		67



		Separate orders made

		Sch 3



		Settlement conference

		116



		Sibling assessment

		89



		Special guardianship directions

		136



		Special guardianship order

		163



		Supervision order

		161



		Third party reports

		68



		Threshold criteria

		50 & Sch 12



		Timetable for the children

		Sch 11



		Timetable for evidence

		Sch 10



		Timetable for the proceedings

		Sch 8



		Translation

		127



		Transcript

		165



		Variation of orders

		155







[bookmark: BMA_1][bookmark: BMA]
IMPORTANT NOTICES

[bookmark: _Hlk512144623][bookmark: BMA_2]Penal notice

To [name of person to whom the penal notice is directed]: If you the within-named [applicant] / [respondent] do not comply with this order you may be held to be in contempt of court and imprisoned or fined, or your assets may be seized.



[bookmark: BMA_3_1][bookmark: BMA_3](NOTE: THE SECOND AND THIRD WARNINGS MAY APPEAR AT THE START OF THE ORDER, AS SHOWN HERE, OR AT THE END)



[bookmark: BMA_3_2]Confidentiality warning

The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the court’s permission.



[bookmark: BMA_3_3]Compliance warnings

All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.



In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.



[bookmark: BMA_3_4]General provisions in this order, the first case management order, to apply in subsequent case management orders

The following provisions in this first case management order shall apply throughout these proceedings unless the subsequent order expressly makes different provision:-

(i) The declaration made under the heading of “Jurisdiction”.

(ii) The identification of an allocated judge under the heading “Allocation”.

(iii) The provisions made under the heading of “Documents/Bundles”.

(iv) The provisions made under the heading of “Variation of orders”.



[bookmark: BMA_4]Important information for litigants in person

To [name of LiP]: You need to read this order and if there is anything you do not understand you should ask. If you are supporting (or being supported by) another party in the case, the lawyer for that party should be able to help. Otherwise you can ask any of the legal representatives or the court to let you have a list of local lawyers who are members of the Children Accreditation Scheme and who can advise or represent you.



The next hearing is at [time] on [date] and will deal with [issues]. You need to attend at [time].



Before that hearing you need to [set out what they have to do, for example]:



· You need to make a written statement (typed if possible) dealing with [issues].

· The statement must be no longer than [number] pages and in numbered paragraphs.

· Add at the end of your statement ‘The contents of this statement are true’ and then sign and date it.

· Attach to the statement any supporting documents you want the court to see.

· You need to send your statement and supporting documents to the court and to the solicitors for the local authority, the parents and the child[ren], whose details are at the start of this order, by 4.00pm on [date].

· [Insert other]



[bookmark: BMB]RECITALS



1. [Insert recitals]



[bookmark: BMC_1][bookmark: BMC]THE COURT ORDERS



[bookmark: BMC_2_1][bookmark: BMC_2]Jurisdiction

2. [bookmark: _Ref512257524][bookmark: BMC_2_2]The court declares it is satisfied it has jurisdiction in relation to the child[ren] based on habitual residence.



3. [bookmark: BMC_2_3]Although the child[ren] [is] / [are] not habitually resident in the UK the court declares itself satisfied that it has power to deal with this case by exercising its interim protective powers under Article 20 of Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2013 (Brussels II Revised) and/or under Article 11 of the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children 1996.



4. [bookmark: BMC_2_4][bookmark: _Hlk512089708]As there appears to be an issue as to jurisdiction which must be considered by the parties urgently, the local authority must forthwith liaise with the relevant consular authority in England & Wales or other competent authority in the relevant state in relation to the proceedings or request the central authority of that state for such information as may be relevant to decide the issue of jurisdiction. Once obtained the local authority must send the information to the court and the parties.



[bookmark: BMC_3]Immigration information

5. A separate order is made requesting immigration information.



[bookmark: BMC_4]Adjournment of this hearing

6. [bookmark: _Ref512258349]This hearing is adjourned until [time] on [date] at [court] allowing [hours] because [insert reasons].



[bookmark: BMC_5]Interim care/supervision orders

7. In the interim the child[ren] [is] / [are] placed [in the care] / [put under the supervision] of  [name of local authority] for the duration of these proceedings or until further order.



[bookmark: BMC_6]Authorisation to refuse contact

8. Until further order the local authority are authorised to refuse to allow contact between [name] and [name]. 



[bookmark: BMC_7_1][bookmark: BMC_7]Exclusion requirement - section 38A Children Act 1989

9. [bookmark: BMC_7_2][bookmark: _Hlk506190735]The court being satisfied that the conditions in section 38A(2) of the Children Act 1989 are met, including that [name] is able and willing to give to the child[ren] the care it would be reasonable to expect a parent to give and consents to the inclusion of this exclusion requirement, the interim care order shall include an exclusion requirement in the following terms:

a. [Name]  must by [date] leave [address (THE DWELLING-HOUSE IN WHICH S/HE IS LIVING WITH THE CHILD(REN)];

b. [Name] must not enter or return to [address (THE DWELLING-HOUSE WHERE THE CHILD(REN) LIVE(S) OR A DEFINED AREA IN WHICH IT IS SITUATED)].



10. [bookmark: BMC_7_3]The exclusion requirement shall [last as long as the interim care order] / [remain in force until [date]].



11. [bookmark: BMC_7_4]A power of arrest is attached to the exclusion requirement [which shall remain in force until [date]].



12. [bookmark: BMC_7_5]The local authority must send this order to the [Area] Police with confirmation of the date and time that it has been served on the person who must comply with it.



13. [bookmark: BMC_7_6]As this order has been made without notice to [name] or at a hearing which [he] / [she] has not attended the name[s] of [name(s)] and the making of this order [shall be] / [have been] announced in open court [at the earliest opportunity].  Further, the court will consider at a hearing on [date] whether the order should be varied or discharged.



[bookmark: BMC_8]Outstanding local authority disclosure

14. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the parties [and to the court] [insert details].



[bookmark: BMC_9]Parental responsibility

15. Parental responsibility is granted to [name] in respect of [name].



[bookmark: BMC_10_1][bookmark: BMC_10]Joinder of parties/interveners

16. [bookmark: BMC_10_2][Name(s)] [is] / [are] joined as party to the proceedings [limited for the following purposes: [insert]].



17. [bookmark: BMC_10_3]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] provide [name] with a bundle of the documents in the case to date [excluding [insert]] [redacted as to [insert]].



18. [bookmark: BMC_10_4]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] write to [name] advising them:

a. that they have been identified as a potential intervener and why;

b. the date, time and venue of the hearing when they should attend and when the court will consider whether they should be invited to be joined as an intervener;

c. the time, date(s) and venue of any relevant hearing listed;

d. that they should seek legal advice (sending a list of local solicitors who are members of the Children Accreditation Scheme).



19. [bookmark: BMC_10_5]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] notify the Police and the CPS:

a. that consideration will be given at the hearing on [date] to disclosure of case papers to the [proposed] intervener(s); and 

b. that they may attend that hearing to make any representations as to disclosure, alternatively that they may make written representations no later than 3 working days before that hearing.



20. [bookmark: BMC_10_6][Name] is [invited to be] joined as an intervener for the following purposes: [insert]



21. [bookmark: BMC_10_7]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] provide the intervener with the following documents: [insert] [redacted as to [insert]].



[bookmark: BMC_11_1][bookmark: _Hlk505257901][bookmark: BMC_11]Litigation capacity/cognitive assessment

22. [bookmark: BMC_11_2][Name] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court a report (a cognitive assessment) by a [general practitioner] / [treating consultant] / [psychiatrist] / [psychologist] / [adult social services] / [insert other] dealing with the question whether [name]: 

a. has litigation capacity within the meaning of sections 2 and 3 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005;

b. is competent to give evidence;

c. has capacity to consent to placement for adoption and/or the making of an adoption order.



23. [bookmark: BMC_11_3]The cost of the report must be paid by [the parties equally] / [name].



24. [bookmark: BMC_11_4]If [name] is assessed as having litigation capacity, the cognitive assessment shall also consider whether [name] is a vulnerable person and, if so:

a. how their evidence in chief should be given;

b. whether and how they should be questioned (cross-examined) including the length of questioning and the need for, and frequency of, any breaks;

c. what support should be made available;

d. whether separate waiting or other facilities are needed;

e. whether their evidence should be given remotely.



25. [bookmark: BMC_11_5]There will be a hearing at [court] at [time] on [date] to assess [name]’s capacity to litigate.   If on receipt of the capacity evidence [name]’s solicitor confirms (a) that [name] does not assert that [he] / [she] has capacity and (b) that there is no other person proposed to act as litigation friend, the following directions will be given without a hearing and the capacity assessment hearing will be vacated.



26. [bookmark: BMC_11_6]The court deciding that [name] is a protected party:

a. [Name] is appointed as [his] / [her] litigation friend;



(OR)



a. and that there is no other person suitable and willing to act as [his] / [her] litigation friend (so that the appointment of the Official Solicitor is the last resort), and [he] / [she] being publicly funded, subject to his consent the Official Solicitor is appointed as litigation friend of [name].



27. [bookmark: BMC_11_7][The solicitors for] [name]  must by 4.00pm on [date] complete and forward to the Official Solicitor the Official Solicitor’s referral form for Children Act public law cases (available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/official-solicitor-referral-form-for-children-act-public-law-proceedings) together with the documents identified in the referral form to be sent by email or post/DX as specified.



28. [bookmark: BMC_11_8]As [name] is not publicly funded:

a. All parties must co-operate with, and respond promptly to, any request made by the Official Solicitor for information/documents for the purpose of establishing the protected party’s eligibility for legal aid or, if the protected party is ineligible for legal aid, how their legal costs may otherwise be paid.

b. In the event that any party is aware that the protected party has an attorney under a lasting or enduring power of attorney, or a financial deputy appointed by the Court of Protection, or an appointee for state benefits, that party must provide the Official Solicitor with the identity and contact details of that person.

c. The Official Solicitor may apply in writing to the case management judge for any further directions which may assist in securing the protected party’s legal costs.



29. [bookmark: BMC_11_9]If the local authority issue any application for a placement order the [mother’s] / [father’s] / [parents’] representatives must immediately consider whether the evidence of litigation capacity obtained in the care proceedings remains sufficient for the placement proceedings and if so must immediately ask the court so to confirm with a view to inviting the Official Solicitor to act also in the placement proceedings. 



[bookmark: BMC_12_1][bookmark: BMC_12]Participation directions/Ground rules

30. [bookmark: BMC_12_2]The court has concluded that there are currently no parties or witnesses for whom it is necessary to make participation directions because:

a. no matters have been drawn to the attention of the court and it is aware of no reasons which would lead it to conclude otherwise;

b. it has considered the matters adduced by [name] and concluded that the facilities available at court should afford sufficient protection.



31. [bookmark: BMC_12_3]The court considers that it may be necessary to make participation directions in respect of a party or witness.



32. [bookmark: BMC_12_4][bookmark: _Hlk512085529]If they have not already done so, any party who considers that specific measures need to be taken to enable a party or witness to understand the proceedings and their role in them when in court, put their views to the court, instruct their representatives before, during, and after the hearing or attend the hearing without significant distress should file an application notice and include the following information as far as practicable:

a. why the party or witness would benefit from assistance;

b. the measure or measures that would be likely to maximise as far as practicable the quality of their participation and/or evidence and why;

c. written confirmation from any relevant witness of his/her views.



33. [bookmark: BMC_12_5]The court has concluded that [name] is [vulnerable] / [a protected party] and that [his] / [her] participation in the proceedings is likely to be affected because:

a. it is alleged that [name] is the victim of domestic abuse;

b. the court considers that the quality of evidence given by [name] is likely to be assisted by the services of an intermediary who can facilitate and enable communication and understanding of questions to and answers by a witness or party;

c. [other reason].



34. [bookmark: BMC_12_6][Name] must by 4.00pm on [date] ask [name of intermediary provider] to provide a quotation for the supply of services in the form of a preliminary assessment to include necessary preparative work and, if required, intermediary services and necessary preparative work for the ground rules hearing and final hearing and the following directions apply:

a. the quotation must be sent to HMCTS for the attention of the court manager by [date];

b. HMCTS must confirm acceptance of the quotation and payment of intermediary services within 7 days after receipt of the quotation;

c. the case shall be listed for a [FCMH] / [ground rules hearing] / [IRH] at [time] on [date] allowing [time estimate];

d. [Name of intermediary provider] must file a preliminary assessment [4 weeks after confirmation of payment of services by HMCTS] / [ by [date]] and shall attend, if required, the subsequent hearings;

e. any default in compliance with these directions shall be brought to the attention of the case management judge on 48 hours’ notice to all parties.



35. [bookmark: BMC_12_7]The following measures are to apply to all hearings in this matter unless otherwise ordered.   They must also be set out clearly in a separate schedule headed ‘Measures which apply in case number [case number]’ which is to be placed prominently on the case file and provided by the court office to security and the court usher for each hearing.    Measures are to be taken to:

a. provide separate entrances to, and waiting areas in, the court building for [name(s)];

b. prevent [name] from seeing [name] whilst within the court building or its precincts;

c. make sure that [name] is to arrive at court no later than 30 minutes before the hearing and is to report to [court security] / [the usher] immediately on arrival;

d. security and the court staff must liaise to make sure that the parties do not meet except when they are in the hearing room; 

e. neither party is to approach the other directly;

f. allow [name] to participate in hearings and give evidence: 

i. by live link;

ii. by a recording made [and transcribed at the expense of [the parties equally] /[name(s)]] in advance of the hearing; 

iii. with the aid of a [signer] / [other];

iv. by use of evidence already given in other proceedings, namely [give details];

v. [other].

g. provide for [name] to: 

i. use a [identify aid] to help communicate;

ii. participate in proceedings with the assistance of an intermediary;

iii. be questioned in court with the assistance of an intermediary;

h. provide for all hearings to take place in a courtroom;

i. ensure in relation to any questioning of [name] that:

i. questions or topics are agreed prior to the hearing;

ii. any questions that [can be] / [have been] put by one advocate may not be repeated by another without the court’s permission;

iii. questions may be put by [one advocate] / [the judge] only;

iv. [example] questions [from each topic to be put] are provided in writing in advance of the hearing so that [the intermediary can consider whether they will be understood by the witness] / [they can be put by the judge];

v. [other].



36. [bookmark: BMC_12_8]All parties’ legal representatives are expected to be familiar with and to use the techniques employed by the toolkits and approach of The Inns of Court College of Advocacy. The toolkits are available at www.theadvocatesgateway.org/toolkits. 



37. [bookmark: BMC_12_9]The court has made these participation directions for the following reasons:

a. they are a proportionate way to meet the apparent needs of [name];

b. they protect both parties from coercive conduct or false allegations of coercive conduct;

c. [other reasons].



38. [bookmark: BMC_12_10]These participation directions have been made by the court without receiving representations from all parties. An application may be made to set aside, vary or stay them provided it is issued within seven days of service of this order.



39. [bookmark: BMC_12_11]The court considers that a measure under Family Procedure Rules rule 3A is necessary but the measure is not available to the court because [insert reasons].



40. [bookmark: BMC_12_12]The participation directions given on [date] are [revoked] / [varied] as follows: [insert details] because [give reasons].



[bookmark: BMC_13_1][bookmark: _Hlk507153332][bookmark: BMC_13]Child[ren] giving evidence

41. [bookmark: BMC_13_2]There will be a hearing on [date] to consider whether the child[ren] should give oral evidence. In preparation for that hearing:

a. [Name] must by [date] make available any ABE interview of the child[ren] to be viewed by the judge and all parties;

b. (WHERE THERE IS A PENDING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION) [Name] must give notice to the [police] / [CPS] that a decision will be made at the hearing whether the child[ren] should give evidence in these proceedings and that they may either send written representations or attend the hearing to express any views they have;

c. the children’s guardian [[name]] must by [date] send to the court and to the parties a report in respect only of the child[ren] subject of these proceedings to whom the question of giving evidence relates dealing with the following matters in relation to the question whether the child[ren] should give oral evidence:

i. the child[ren]’s wishes and feelings, in particular the child[ren]’s willingness to give evidence;

ii. the child[ren]’s particular needs and abilities;

iii. the maturity, vulnerability and understanding, capacity and competence of the child[ren];

iv. the support or lack of support the child[ren] has/have;

v. [bookmark: _Hlk512092776]any harm that may be caused to the child[ren] by giving, or by not being allowed to give, oral evidence;

vi. whether any specialist assessment is required before the court can decide whether the child[ren] should give evidence;

vii. the views of the children’s guardian, having discussed the question with the child[ren].

d. the parties must by [date] send to the court and to the other parties written submissions dealing with the matters set out in paragraphs 9, 12 and 14 of the Family Justice Council Guidelines in relation to Children Giving Evidence in Family Proceedings (December 2011) [a copy of which will be provided by the local authority to any unrepresented party].



42. [bookmark: BMC_13_3]The child[ren] will [not] give evidence at the hearing on [date].



43. [bookmark: BMC_13_4]There will be a ground rules hearing at [court] on [date] [which the parents and any other family members must not attend] to consider the following matters:

a. whether the child[ren] should give evidence in chief and if so how, in particular whether the child[ren]’s evidence should be pre-recorded or given by live link;

b. the need for and use of an intermediary or other communications specialist or other support for the child[ren] giving evidence;

c. whether, by whom and how the child[ren] [is] / [are] to be cross-examined including:

i. the format of questions and whether they should be submitted for judicial or intermediary approval in advance;

ii. any specific questions or topics to be covered;

iii. length of questioning and the need for breaks;

d. what if any papers should be disclosed to the child[ren];

e. arrangements for: 

i. the child[ren] to see their ABE interview;

ii. a familiarisation visit by the child[ren] before the hearing;

iii. access and waiting facilities at court for the child[ren] and their [security] / [privacy].



[bookmark: BMC_14_1][bookmark: _Hlk512336131][bookmark: BMC_14]Involving the child[ren]

44. [bookmark: BMC_14_2]The children’s guardian must consider whether a meeting between [name of child(ren)] and the judge would be in the child[ren]’s interests having regard to the child[ren]’s wishes, the purpose of such a meeting having been explained to the child[ren].



45. [bookmark: BMC_14_3]The children’s guardian must provide [a written report by letter by [date]] / [an oral report at the next hearing] on the question whether the child[ren] should meet with the judge.



46. [bookmark: BMC_14_4]At the next hearing the court will consider representations as to whether there should be a meeting between the child[ren] and the judge.



47. [bookmark: BMC_14_5]The court having considered the parties’ representations and the wishes of the child[ren]:

a. [name of child(ren)] shall be brought to court by [name] at [time] on [date] for a meeting with the judge;

b. the meeting (and preparation of the child[ren] for it) must be conducted in accordance with the Family Justice Council Guidelines for judges meeting children who are subject to family proceedings (April 2010) with which all professionals in the case must be familiar;

c. the other persons present at the meeting will be [names] and a note of the meeting shall be taken by [name] which shall be circulated to the parties following the meeting.



48. [bookmark: BMC_14_6][Name] must explain the outcome of this hearing to the child[ren].



49. [bookmark: BMC_14_7]The [letter from the judge to] [summary of reasons for this order for] the child[ren] annexed to this order must be given to the child[ren] by [name] [who must also give any further explanation sought by the child[ren]].



[bookmark: BMC_15_1][bookmark: BMC_15]Parents’ initial statement/response to threshold

50. [bookmark: BMC_15_2]The [mother] / [father] / [parents] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties a statement setting out:

a. a response to threshold;

b. a response to the local authority evidence to date;

c. proposals for the long-term care of the child[ren], including the names and contact details of alternative carers proposed by the parent;

d. the parent’s proposals for the placement of the child[ren] both in the immediate and long term;

e. any other matters relevant to the issues before the court and the welfare of the child[ren].



51. [bookmark: BMC_15_3]The parents having failed to comply with the direction given on allocation requiring them to provide a response to threshold, if the parents fail to comply with this direction they shall be taken as not disputing threshold criteria as set out by the local authority.



[bookmark: BMC_16_1][bookmark: BMC_16]Family Group Conference

52. [bookmark: BMC_16_2]The local authority must consider whether to convene and, if appropriate, make a referral for a family group conference (FGC) and must by 4.00pm on [date] either:

a. confirm the date the FGC is to be held; or

b. if it is not proposed to hold a FGC, explain why not.



53. [bookmark: BMC_16_3]The local authority may disclose the case papers to the FGC Co-ordinator to prepare a report for a FGC, which report may be disclosed to all members of the FGC.



54. [bookmark: BMC_16_4]The local authority must within 14 days after the FGC is held send minutes of the FGC to the court and to the other parties. 



[bookmark: BMC_17_1][bookmark: BMC_17]Alternative carer assessments

55. [bookmark: _Ref512258414][bookmark: BMC_17_2]The parents must by 4.00pm on [date] provide the local authority with the details (including contact details) of any person they wish to be considered as alternative carers for the child[ren] in the event that the child[ren] cannot be returned to or remain with the parents.   If the parents fail to comply with this direction it may mean that any person put forward late cannot be considered because of the delay it would cause to the child[ren]’s timetable.



56. [bookmark: BMC_17_3]The local authority must, by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court, to the person being assessed and to the other parties [suitability] / [viability] / [standard] assessments of the following:

a. [insert]

b. The local authority may apply to review whether an assessment should be continued or cancelled in the event that it contends that the proposed carer is not a realistic option for care.



57. [bookmark: BMC_17_4]In the event that the [suitability] / [viability] assessment[s] [is] / [are] positive the local authority must by [date] send full special guardianship or connected person foster care assessments to the court and to the other parties.



Further, the local authority is requested to consider funding a one off session of legal advice (at legal aid rates) for one potential carer (or joint carers) for consideration of the legal basis upon which they seek to care for the child[ren] (for example as foster carers or special guardians). 



58. [bookmark: BMC_17_5]In the event that the suitability, viability or full assessments are negative the local authority must forthwith on completion of the assessment write to the person assessed with a copy of the assessment,  confirming the date, time and venue of the next court hearing and a list of local solicitors who are members of the Children Accreditation Scheme, explaining that in the event that the person challenges the assessment they must:

a. seek legal advice as soon as possible;

b. inform the local authority in writing within 7 days that they dispute the factual assertions of the assessment and/or its conclusions; and

c. attend the next court  hearing.



(SEE SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIPS DIRECTIONS BELOW RELATING TO REDACTION OF SENSITIVE/CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL FROM REPORT BEFORE DISCLOSURE TO PARTIES)



59. [bookmark: BMC_17_6]The [parents] / [family] having been given time to identify other persons to be assessed [and having failed to do so] no further viability assessments shall be undertaken [without court order].



[bookmark: BMC_18]Contact records

60. The local authority must provide to the other parties paginated contact records on a rolling basis. Contact records are not to be included in the court bundle unless specifically requested by a party at an advocates’ meeting, in which event the parties must try to agree a schedule of missed contacts and statement as to the quality of contact as represented by the contact records rather than including the full records.



[bookmark: BMC_19_1][bookmark: BMC_19]Medical records

61. [bookmark: BMC_19_2]The solicitor[s] for [name] must by 4.00pm on [date] obtain and disclose to [name] a paginated copy of their medical (GP, mental health and hospital) records.  The cost of such disclosure shall be paid by [name]  and be a charge on their public funding certificate.



62. [bookmark: BMC_19_3]The [hospital name] Access to Records Team must by 4.00pm on [date] disclose to the local authority all medical records they hold in respect of the child[ren] [name(s)] born on [date] including but not limited to:

a. notes

b. photographs

c. bodymaps

d. X-rays

e. reports

f. antenatal records.



63. [bookmark: BMC_19_4]The Access to Records Team may apply to set aside or vary this order on 48 hours’ written notice to the court and to the parties.



64. [bookmark: BMC_19_5]The records must not be included in the court bundle unless requested by a party, in which case the parties must try to agree any relevant entries to be included in the court bundle to avoid the need for the full records being included.



65. [bookmark: BMC_19_6]In the event of non-compliance, any party may seek permission for the issue of a witness summons to secure the attendance of a person to bring the medical records to court.  Any such request must be made as soon as practicable and accompanied by a letter asking the court to treat the request as urgent and to be expedited.



[bookmark: BMC_20]Health visitor evidence

66. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the parties the child[ren]’s health visitor records.  The records must not be included in the court bundle unless requested by a party, in which case the parties must try to agree any relevant entries to be included in the court bundle to avoid the need for the full records being included.



[bookmark: BMC_21]School/nursery reports

67. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the parties a report from the child[ren]’s [school] / [nursery] detailing: 

a. the child[ren]’s attendance and attainment;

b. parental engagement and co-operation;

c. any behavioural issues noted or observed or welfare concerns regarding the child[ren]  (exhibiting any contemporaneous records);

d. any other matters relevant to the child[ren]’s welfare.



[bookmark: BMC_22_1][bookmark: BMC_22]Reports from third parties

68. [bookmark: BMC_22_2]So that the court can assess the benefits of support being given or which could be given to the parents to enable them to maintain or resume care of the child[ren], [name] must send to the court and to the other parties by no later than 4.00pm on [date] a report from [name] dealing with the aims and objectives of any support given, or proposed to be given, by them to the parents, the parents’ engagement and progress and plans for future involvement.



69. [bookmark: BMC_22_3]The reasonable cost of such report shall be paid by [name] and shall be a charge on their public funding certificate the court being satisfied that the information is necessary for the purpose of assessment of the parents and the local authority’s care plan, not the provision of therapy or training.



[bookmark: BMC_23_1][bookmark: BMC_23]Disclosure of other proceedings

70. [bookmark: BMC_23_2]The local authority must give 7 days’ notice to any party in proceedings under case number [case no.] in the [Family Court sitting at [place]] / [Family Division] (who is not also party in these proceedings) of their intention to apply for disclosure of those proceedings into the current proceedings and telling them that if they object to such disclosure they must write to the local authority within 7 days of service of notice and that if they do not object they will be taken not to oppose disclosure.



71. [bookmark: BMC_23_3]The local authority must annex to any application for disclosure of the previous proceedings any objections or consents received by them. 



72. [bookmark: BMC_23_4]Assuming the other proceedings are disclosed, the parties must agree the relevant documents from those proceedings to be included in the court bundle.



[bookmark: BMC_24]Disclosure to the Police/CPS

73. The local authority may disclose to the Police and/or CPS [and to the defence solicitors] for use in relation to the current criminal investigation or proceedings the following documents: [insert].



[bookmark: BMC_25_1][bookmark: BMC_25]Concluded relevant criminal proceedings

74. [bookmark: BMC_25_2]The solicitors for [name] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the other parties copies of the following documents in respect of criminal proceedings in the [Magistrates] / [Crown Court] at [place] (Case no. [number]):

a. [indictments] / [charges];

b. witness statements;

c. any written basis of plea placed before the court;

d. pre-sentence and other reports placed before the court;

e. a transcript of any sentencing remarks; 

f. certificate of conviction.



75. [bookmark: BMC_25_3]Upon receipt of the disclosure the parties must agree those documents that are relevant to the issues in these proceedings which must be filed at court and included in the bundle.



76. [bookmark: BMC_25_4]The cost of obtaining these documents must be shared by the parties.



[bookmark: BMC_26_1][bookmark: BMC_26]Drug/Alcohol testing

77. [bookmark: BMC_26_2][[Name] [accepting] / [disputing] [illegal drug] / [alcohol] usage as follows: [insert]], [his] / [her] solicitors must by 4.00pm on [date] obtain and send to the court and to the other parties a [hair strand (EtG and FAEE)] [and] [CDT blood] test report which shall cover:

a. use of cannabis, cocaine, amphetamines, heroin, MDMA, [insert other] in the preceding [3] / [6] months;

b. segmented by month;

c. excessive alcohol consumption (by EtG and FAEE testing);

d. whether it is possible to say whether the results obtained are consistent with the accepted usage.



78. [bookmark: BMC_26_3][Name] must co-operate with transdermal continuous alcohol testing (TACT) for excessive alcohol consumption for a month by month assessment for [3] / [6] months starting on [date].  The expert appointed to fit the TACT bracelet must be instructed by [name]. The test report must be sent to the court and to the parties by no later than 4.00pm on [date].



79. [bookmark: BMC_26_4]The court may draw a negative inference from failure to comply with any [drug] / [alcohol] testing requirement.



80. [bookmark: BMC_26_5]The costs of the testing and report [and fitting and removing the TACT bracelet] must be [shared equally between the parties] / [paid by [name]] provided that the cost of any therapeutic work undertaken may not be a disbursement against any party’s public funding certificate.



Paternity testing

81. [bookmark: BMC_27_2]Pursuant to section 20 of the Family Law Reform Act 1969 the child[ren] [name(s)] shall be subject to DNA testing by a testing agency accredited in accordance with the 1969 Act to determine whether [name] is the father of the child[ren] [name(s)].  The person with care and control of the child[ren] is [name].  The adults to be tested are [name(s)].



82. [bookmark: BMC_27_3]At the time the samples are taken the person being tested must produce to the sampler:

a. form BD1;

b. photo identity;

c. a copy of this order.



83. [bookmark: BMC_27_4]The instruction to the accredited testing agency must be accompanied by a statement identifying what the range of relatedness or un-relatedness might be and express in clear terms what those being tested believe their relationship to be.



84. [bookmark: BMC_27_5][Name] must make the instruction and must by 4.00pm on [date] submit completed Form BD1 to an accredited testing agency.  The results of testing must be sent to the court, to the tested adults and the local authority by no later than 4.00pm on [date].



85. [bookmark: BMC_27_6]In the event that further samples are required an application in writing must be made to the allocated judge and this requirement must be made clear to the accredited testing agency at the point of instruction. 



86. [bookmark: BMC_27_7]The cost of the testing must be paid [by the parties equally] / [in the following shares: [identify shares]] / [by [name]]. 



[bookmark: BMC_28_1][bookmark: BMC_28]Parenting assessment by local authority

87. [bookmark: BMC_28_2]The local authority must undertake a parenting assessment of [name] [as joint and as sole carers] and must file the assessment report by no later than 4.00pm on [date].



88. [bookmark: BMC_28_3]In the event that the parents have any cognitive or physical difficulties, the assessment must address:

a. whether, and if so how, such difficulties impact on their ability to parent;

b. what steps have been taken by the local authority to ensure that the parent[s] understand[s]  and [is] / [are] able to engage in the assessment;

c. what support has been given, and is proposed, to enable the parent[s] to meet the needs of the child[ren];

d. active consideration of the parents’ capacity to change.



[bookmark: BMC_29]Sibling assessment

89. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties a sibling assessment report, to include consideration as to whether the child[ren] should be placed together or separately and, if so, in what combinations and inter-sibling contact in the event of separation.



[bookmark: BMC_30_1][bookmark: BMC_30]Experts 

90. [bookmark: BMC_30_2][The court being satisfied that it is necessary for the following expert to be instructed,]  [permission] to [name] to instruct an expert [type of expert], namely [name], as a single joint expert is [given] / [refused].



91. [bookmark: BMC_30_3][The court being satisfied that it is necessary for the following expert to be instructed,]  [permission] to [name] to instruct the following experts is [given] / [refused]: [name and discipline of expert].



92. [bookmark: BMC_30_4]The application by [name] for permission to instruct an expert [type of expert] is adjourned pending compliance with Part 25C.   Upon compliance the court will consider the application [at a hearing] / [on paper].



93. [bookmark: BMC_30_5]The following directions shall apply to the instruction of  [name or discipline of expert]: 

a. The lead for the instruction of the expert shall be [name].

b. The letter of instruction to the expert [as approved by the court today] / [to be agreed by the parties by 4.00pm on [date] and sent to the court] must be sent the expert by 4.00pm on [date].

c. The questions to be dealt with by the expert are as follows: [insert]

d. Permission is [not] given for the expert to see and assess the child[ren].

e. The expert’s report must be sent to the court and to the parties by no later than 4.00pm on [date].

f. Permission is [not] given to call [name] to give oral evidence at the hearing.



94. [bookmark: BMC_30_6][bookmark: _Hlk506640412]Questions of the expert must be dealt with in accordance with FPR rule 25.10.



95. [bookmark: BMC_30_7]Experts can request the court (by letter or email) to give directions pursuant to FPR rule 25.17 for the purpose of assisting in the carrying out of the expert’s functions.



96. [bookmark: BMC_30_8]Unless the experts are agreed, there must be a meeting of experts to be arranged by the solicitor for the child[ren].  An agenda for the meeting must be circulated and agreed not later than 5 days before the meeting.  The meeting must be chaired by [name].  Within 7 days after the meeting the experts must produce a joint statement setting out the issues on which they agree and, with reasons, those on which they do not.



97. [bookmark: BMC_30_9]Any application for permission to call an expert to give oral evidence must be made no later than 1 working day before the pre-IRH advocates meeting.   Any party making such an application will be expected to have raised written questions in accordance with FPR rule 25.17.



98. [bookmark: BMC_30_10]The following experts shall give their evidence concurrently: [names].



99. [bookmark: BMC_30_11][Name of expert(s)] shall give evidence by live link.   [Name] must send a witness bundle to the expert no later than 2 working days before the hearing.



100. [bookmark: BMC_30_12]The costs of the expert[s] [attending] must be paid by the parties [equally] / [in the same proportions as the costs of the original instruction of the expert, subject to any further order made by the court].



101. [bookmark: BMC_30_13]The reports by [name] may be disclosed to any person or agency providing professional therapy, counselling or treatment to either of the parents or child[ren].



[bookmark: BMC_31_1][bookmark: BMC_31]Residential assessments

102. [bookmark: BMC_31_2]The solicitor for [name] may disclose the case papers to any potential provider to enable enquiries to be made about the suitability and availability of a residential placement for [name] and the child[ren] for the purposes of assessment. 



103. [bookmark: BMC_31_3]Proposed providers must be told what it is proposed the assessment should cover and that any viability assessment must set out: 

a. the nature of the work the provider expects to undertake;

b. a statement of the benefits of the proposed assessment compared to its impact on the child[ren];

c. who will carry out and report on the assessments and their curriculum vitae;

d. specific timescales for each part of the assessment including any part of the assessment of the parent[s] alone and with the child[ren];

e. a full breakdown of the costing of each part of the proposed assessment stating separately the cost of any element of therapy, training or treatment.



104. [bookmark: BMC_31_4]The solicitor for [name] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties viability assessments from any potential providers (positive or negative).



105. [bookmark: BMC_31_5]In the event that the proposed assessment involves mixed elements of assessment, therapy, training and/or treatment the parties must liaise and try to agree how the costs of the assessment should be apportioned.



106. [bookmark: BMC_31_6]There will be a hearing at [court] on [date] allowing [hours] [when the court will hear submissions only] and decide whether to give permission for a section 38(6) [residential] assessment. 



107. [bookmark: BMC_31_7]Permission is given for a residential assessment at [place] in respect of [name] and the child[ren] and the following directions apply:

a. [Name] must by 4.00pm on [date] provide a mid-way report as to progress of the assessment to the solicitor for [name] who must immediately send the report to the court and to the other parties;

b. [Name] must by 4.00pm on [date] provide a final assessment report to the solicitor for [name] who must immediately send the report to the court and to the other parties;

c. the cost of the assessment, not being payable under the parties’ public funding certificates, must be paid [by the local authority] / [as follows  [insert]].



[bookmark: BMC_32_1][bookmark: BMC_32]Advocates’ meetings

108. [bookmark: _Ref512258371][bookmark: BMC_32_2]The child[ren]’s solicitor must arrange an advocates’ meeting for no later than 2 working days before each hearing.  Each advocates’ meeting shall be attended by the advocates who will appear at the hearing to which the advocates’ meeting relates or any subsequent fact-finding or final hearing if different.   



109. [bookmark: BMC_32_3]The agenda for the advocates’ meeting on [date] must include:

a. agreement of a threshold document setting out any remaining issues for the court to decide;

b. an agreed template for the hearing on [date].



[bookmark: BMC_33]Separate fact-finding hearing

110. There will be a separate fact-finding hearing starting at [time] on [date] allowing [hours].

a. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties:

i. a schedule of the findings they seek at the fact-finding hearing including reference to the evidence relied upon in respect of each finding;

ii. any evidence and any supporting material not already provided upon which the local authority rely to prove the findings sought.

b. The [parent[s]] / [intervener[s]] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties their response and details of any findings they will seek against another party or intervener including reference to the evidence relied on and any further evidence and supporting materials not already provided which they will rely on.

c. The following experts shall give oral evidence [concurrently] [remotely] at the fact-finding hearing: [names].

d. Any expert giving evidence remotely must be sent a witness bundle by [name] together with good quality prints of any photographs, X-rays or scans to be referred to in evidence.

e. The written reports of the following experts will be admitted as evidence at the fact-finding hearing and they shall not be called to give oral evidence: [names].

f. [Add directions from Experts above regarding questions, meetings and joint statements]

g. There will be an advocates’ meeting at [place] at [time] on [date] when the parties must consider whether the issues to be dealt with at the fact-finding hearing can be agreed or narrowed, with any admissions being recorded, or whether the evidence of any witness can be agreed or received by the court without the witness being called to give oral evidence.

h. The parties must by no later than [date] agree a timetable for the fact-finding hearing and submit it for approval by the judge who is to conduct the hearing.

i. The children’s guardian shall [not] attend the fact-finding hearing [but may by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the parties a case analysis].

j. There will be a pre-trial directions hearing at [court] on [date] allowing [hours].

k. The local authority must by 11.00am on the working day before the fact-finding hearing deliver to the court and to the other parties:

i. a case summary and statement of facts and issues

ii. an updated bundle of evidence necessary for the fact-finding hearing.

l. The cost of complying with these directions, including the cost of any expert giving evidence must be paid by the parties [equally] / [in relation to the attendance of experts, in the same proportions as the costs of the original instruction to the expert, subject to any further order made by the court]. 



[bookmark: BMC_34_1][bookmark: BMC_34]Final evidence

111. [bookmark: BMC_34_2]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send their final evidence and care plans to the court and to the other parties.



112. [bookmark: BMC_34_3]The parent[s] and the child[ren]’s guardian must by 4.00pm on [date] send their position statements to the court and to the other parties.



113. [bookmark: BMC_34_4]The parent[s] must by 4.00pm on [date] send their final statements of evidence to the court and to the other parties.



114. [bookmark: BMC_34_5]The children’s guardian must by 4.00pm on [date] send a final case analysis to the court and to the other parties. 



[bookmark: BMC_36]Issue resolution/early final hearing

115. There will be an [issues resolution] / [early final] hearing at [court] at [time] on [date] allowing [hours]. The parties and their legal representative must attend by one hour before the time listed for pre-hearing discussions.

a. The parties other than the local authority must by 3 working days before the [IRH] / [EFH] send to the court and to the other parties their position statements setting out clearly what issues remain, including any issues about threshold, and identifying those witnesses whose evidence is required to address the remaining issues.

b. The local authority must by 11.00am on the working day before the [IRH] / [EFH] send a case summary and draft case management order to the court and to the parties.  The case summary must 

i. identify the issues agreed at the advocates’ meeting and those which remain to be decided;

ii. identify the witnesses whose evidence is needed to resolve the remaining issues;

iii. include a witness template for the final hearing.

c. All evidence, including expert evidence, must have been filed at court and sent to the parties by the time of the IRH.

d. The court may treat that hearing as an early final hearing, may take evidence and may make final orders.

e. If the parent[s] fail to attend the hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care [and placement] orders.

f. The children’s guardian must attend this hearing unless [he] / [she] has a prior professional commitment and has been excused at the time the IRH is fixed.



[bookmark: BMC_37_1][bookmark: _Hlk506641319][bookmark: BMC_37]Settlement conference

116. [bookmark: BMC_37_2]The parties having read the settlement conference information and filing their signed consents to a settlement conference, the matter is listed for a further [IRH] / [settlement conference] at [place] at [time] on [date] before [name of judge] allowing [number] hours, the parties to attend at [time].



117. [bookmark: BMC_37_3]Any person being assessed as special guardian should be invited to attend the settlement conference.



118. [bookmark: BMC_37_4]The local authority should ensure that an official able to authorise any change to the care plan attends the settlement conference.



119. [bookmark: BMC_37_5]No party shall file any position statements prior to the settlement conference.



120. [bookmark: BMC_37_6]The parties having read the settlement conference information but not consenting to a settlement conference, a settlement conference is not directed.  In the event that the parties do all consent they must by 4.00pm on [date] send their signed consent form to the court together with a request for a settlement conference to be listed on a date prior to the final hearing date.



[bookmark: BMC_38_1][bookmark: BMC_38]Final hearing

121. [bookmark: BMC_38_2]There will be a final hearing starting at [time] on [date] allowing [time estimate].  If the parent[s] fail to attend the hearing without good reason the court may make final orders in their absence including care [and placement] orders.



122. [bookmark: BMC_38_3]The following directions are given in relation to the [timing] / [attendance] of witnesses: [insert].



123. [bookmark: BMC_38_4]The local authority must by 11.00am on [date] send to the court and to the parties:

a. their written opening of the case cross-referenced to the evidence in the bundle;

b. the final hearing template (to include judicial reading and judgment time);

c. an updated case summary.



[bookmark: BMC_39_1][bookmark: BMC_39]Attendance at hearings

124. [bookmark: _Ref512258428][bookmark: BMC_39_2]The parents must attend all hearings and their reasonable travel expenses to and from court shall be a disbursement on their public funding certificates.



125. [bookmark: BMC_39_3]The hearing on [date] must be attended by advocates only and the attendance of the parents is excused.



126. [bookmark: BMC_39_4]The attendance of the children’s guardian at the hearing on [date] is excused.



[bookmark: BMC_40_1][bookmark: _Hlk506642495][bookmark: BMC_40]Interpreters/translation

127. [bookmark: BMC_40_2]The court must arrange for [number] interpreters fluent in [language (and dialect if necessary)] to be available at all future hearings to attend no later than one hour before the time the hearing is listed.



128. [bookmark: BMC_40_3]The court authorises the use of interpreters by the solicitors for [name] to enable them to take instructions.  The cost of the interpreters must be paid by [name].



129. [bookmark: BMC_40_4]The parties must agree the documents (or summaries of documents) that it is necessary to translate to enable the parties to understand the case and give instructions.  A list of the documents it is proposed to translate must be submitted to the court by 4.00pm on [date] so that the court can satisfy itself that the documents need to be translated.  



130. [bookmark: BMC_40_5][Name] must arrange for the translation of [identify documents] to be made into [language (and dialect if necessary)] and provided to [name].  The court is satisfied that the translation of these documents is necessary.  The cost of translation shall be paid by [name].



[bookmark: BMC_41_1][bookmark: BMC_41]Designated local authority

131. [bookmark: BMC_41_2]The local authority must serve a copy of this order and the court bundle on [name] Council.



132. [bookmark: BMC_41_3][Name] Council must attend the hearing at [court] at [time] on [date] to determine the issue of designated authority.



133. [bookmark: BMC_41_4]The local authorities must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the parties: 

a. their written submissions on the issue which local authority should be designated in the [interim] care order;

b. an agreed [interim] / [final] care plan setting out the services to be provided to the children.



134. [bookmark: BMC_41_5]The court finding that [name] Council are the designated local authority for the [interim] care order, [name] Council are discharged as a party in these proceedings.



[bookmark: BMC_42]Independent Reviewing Officer

135. The local authority must give the independent reviewing officer a copy of all orders and care plans for the child[ren].



[bookmark: BMC_43_1][bookmark: BMC_43]Special guardianship

136. [bookmark: BMC_43_2][bookmark: _Hlk506643048]Permission is given to [name] to apply for a special guardianship order in respect of the child[ren] [name(s)].



137. [bookmark: BMC_43_3]The local authority must prepare a special guardianship report and shall by 4.00pm on [date] send the report to the court and to the person[s] being assessed.



(OR)



As the child[ren] [is] / [are] neither looked after nor subject of an interim care order and the proposed special guardian lives in the area of [name] Council, that Council must prepare a special guardianship report and by 4.00pm on [date] send the report to the court, the local authority and the person[s] being assessed. The local authority may disclose the case papers to [name] Council for the purpose of preparing the report.



138. [bookmark: BMC_43_4]The local authority may disclose the [following] case papers to the person[s] being assessed: [insert documents to be disclosed].



139. [bookmark: BMC_43_5_a][bookmark: BMC_43_5]The local authority must liaise with the person[s] being assessed to ascertain whether there is any information they would wish to be redacted from the special guardianship report before it is disclosed to the parents or others.  The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send the report to the court with any representations as to disclosure and/or redaction of the report and the court will decide whether and to whom the report should be disclosed and whether any redaction is necessary prior to disclosure.



(OR)



[bookmark: BMC_43_5_b]The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send a complete copy of the special guardianship report to the children’s guardian and a copy to those with parental responsibility for the child[ren] excluding the following information:

a. any references given

b. any financial information 

c. detailed medical information in relation to the proposed special guardian[s]

d. any other information which the proposed special guardian[s] in conjunction with the local authority deem to be appropriate to exclude from the report before it is disclosed.



140. [bookmark: BMC_43_6]The special guardianship report is not to be served on those with parental responsibility.



141. [bookmark: BMC_43_7]The local authority must arrange for the proposed special guardian[s] to attend the hearing on [name] to confirm agreement to the making of a special guardianship order.   The local authority must provide the proposed special guardian[s] with a copy of the special guardianship assessment and the care plan[s] for the child[ren].



[bookmark: BMC_44_1][bookmark: BMC_44]Placement application directions

142. [bookmark: BMC_44_2]The local authority must take all steps to enable a decision by the ADM regarding placement (including adoption medicals and child permanence report) and to ensure the ADM decision regarding any placement application is made by no later than [date].



143. [bookmark: BMC_44_3]The local authority must issue any application for a placement order (with Annex B report, statement of facts, child permanence report and ADM record of decision) by no later than 4.00pm on [date].



144. [bookmark: BMC_44_4]The local authority must serve the child permanence report and the ADM’s record of decision on the parties but those documents shall not be included in the court bundle unless requested by any party by no later than the IRH.



145. [bookmark: BMC_44_5]The placement application may be served on the parents’ solicitors if they remain on record as acting for the parents in these care proceedings.



146. [bookmark: BMC_44_6]The following directions shall apply immediately upon issue of an application for a placement order:

a. the child[ren] shall be made party to the application;

b. the existing children’s guardian in the care proceedings shall be appointed as the children’s guardian;

c. the evidence in the care proceedings shall be admitted in the placement proceedings and vice versa;

d. the parents must include their response to the placement application and the request to dispense with their consent within their final evidence in the care proceedings;

e. the children’s guardian’s final case analysis in the care proceedings must include a case analysis in respect of the placement application;

f. the placement order application must be listed and heard at the same time as the application for a care order;

g. the child[ren] shall not attend the final hearing of the application for placement order[s].



[bookmark: BMC_45_1][bookmark: BMC_45]Disclosure of this order

147. [bookmark: BMC_45_2]The parties may disclose this order [redacted by removing any parts of the order not relevant for the purpose of disclosure] to any third party from whom disclosure of information/reports/evidence is sought under this order.



148. [bookmark: BMC_45_3]The local authority must ensure that the Independent Reviewing Officer is provided with a copy of this order within 5 days of it being approved.



[bookmark: BMC_46]Disclosure to assist parallel planning 

149. In the event that the plan for the child[ren] has been approved by the local authority agency decision maker as one of adoption, permission is given to the local authority to:

a. disclose any composite child permanence report/rule 14 report to any prospective adopters as part of the family finding process, redacting the names and addresses of the parents and child[ren] in the event of disclosure before the making of a placement order;

b. send anonymous details and a photograph of the child[ren] to ‘Adoption Link’ for publication in ‘Be My Parent’;

c. send anonymous details and a photograph of the child[ren] to the Local Consortium of Adoption Agencies for publication;

d. send anonymous details and a photograph of the child[ren] to the National Adoption Register for publication.



[bookmark: BMC_47]Extension of proceedings

150. The timetable for the proceedings is extended until [date] because [insert reasons].   If a further extension is required before the next hearing the local authority may apply by letter or email to the allocated judge.



[bookmark: BMC_48_1][bookmark: BMC_48]Documents/Bundles

151. [bookmark: BMC_48_2]No document other than a document specified in an order or filed in accordance with the Rules of any Practice Direction shall be filed without the court’s permission.



152. [bookmark: BMC_48_3]Court bundles must be prepared and lodged at court in accordance with Practice Direction 27A.



153. [bookmark: BMC_48_4]Permission is [not] given for the court bundle to exceed 350 pages [limited to [number] pages].



154. [bookmark: BMC_48_5]The local authority must provide a witness bundle for any hearing at which evidence is to be called.



[bookmark: BMC_49_1][bookmark: BMC_49]Variation of orders

155. [bookmark: BMC_49_2]Any application to vary this or any other order is to be made to the allocated judge on notice to all parties.



156. [bookmark: BMC_49_3]An application to vary this or any other order may be made by email to the allocated judge provided the party seeking variation seeks the prior agreement of the other parties and when seeking the variation must submit a draft order and confirm (a) whether the proposed variation is agreed and (b) whether and, if so, to what extent, the proposed variation would affect the timetable for the proceedings.



[bookmark: BMC_50_1][bookmark: BMC_50]Final orders

157. [bookmark: BMC_50_2][Name(s)] [is] / [are] placed in the care of the local authority.



158. [bookmark: BMC_50_3]The local authority are authorised to place [name(s)] for adoption. The consent of [name] to the making of a placement order is dispensed with on the ground that the welfare of the child[ren] requires that their consent be dispensed with.



159. [bookmark: BMC_50_4][Name] and [name] are directed to keep the court and the local authority informed of their addresses and contact details.  If they do not do so, service may be effected by post to their last known addresses. Such service may be deemed to be sufficient notice of any subsequent adoption proceedings and hearings within them.



160. [bookmark: BMC_50_5][Name] must allow [name(s)] to have contact with, [name] as follows: [insert].



161. [bookmark: BMC_50_6][Name(s)] [is] / [are] put under the supervision of the local authority until [date].



162. [bookmark: BMC_50_7]There shall be a child arrangements order as follows:

a. The child[ren] shall live with [name].

b. [Name)]  must make sure that the child[ren] [name(s)] spend time or otherwise have contact with  [name]  as follows: [insert].



163. [bookmark: BMC_50_8][Name(s)] [is] / [are] appointed special guardian[s] of [name(s)].



164. [bookmark: BMC_50_9]The [local authority having withdrawn their application, the] court makes no order



[bookmark: _Hlk510871238][bookmark: BMC_51_1][bookmark: _Hlk510954451][bookmark: BMC_51]Transcript

165. [bookmark: BMC_51_2]The [local authority] / [other] must by 4.00pm on [date] apply for a transcript of the [fact-finding] judgment given [today] / [on [date]] [together with the evidence given by [name] on [date]] [and such transcript must be expedited].



166. [bookmark: BMC_51_3_a][bookmark: BMC_51_3]A transcript of the judgment is necessary:

a. [bookmark: BMC_51_3_b][so that the expert can carry out a[n] [risk] assessment based on the findings made]

b. [bookmark: BMC_51_3_c][to inform the welfare hearing]

c. [bookmark: BMC_51_3_d][so that [name] may [be advised whether to] apply for permission to appeal the order made [today][on [date]].



167. [bookmark: BMC_51_4]The cost of the transcript must be [paid by the local authority] / [shared by all parties equally] / [met as a public expense].



[bookmark: BMD]

Dated: [date]

[bookmark: BME_1][bookmark: BME]
SCHEDULE



[bookmark: BME_2]Child[ren]’s current arrangements

1. The child[ren] [is] / [are] living with [name(s)] and [is] / [are] having contact with the parent[s] [name(s)]. 



[bookmark: BME_3]Allocation

2. [bookmark: _Ref512258389]The proceedings are allocated to [name of judge].



[bookmark: BME_4]Separate orders made

3. Direction to DWP for disclosure of party’s address.

4. Police disclosure in form Annex H.

5. Linked care and criminal proceedings Annex I.

6. Declaration of parentage.

7. Production order.



[bookmark: BME_5]Timetable for the proceedings

8. 26 weeks from the date of issue of these proceedings will expire on [date].

9. The timetable cannot be completed within 26 weeks, but is expected to be completed by [date], because:

a. it is necessary to extend the timetable in order to resolve the case justly because [insert reasons];

b. the nature of the proceedings has changed in that [insert];

c. progress of the case has been delayed by litigation failure by one or more of the parties, namely [name].

d. the impact on the welfare of the child[ren] of such delay is [insert];

e. [other].



[bookmark: BME_6]Timetable for evidence

10. [Dates evidence is/was due to be filed with date of actual filing where applicable].



[bookmark: BME_7]Timetable for the child[ren]

11. The key dates for the child[ren] are as follows:

a. [Date child was placed/accommodated]

b. [Date(s) of moves of foster placement]

c. [Moves of school] / [Start of new [school term] / [academic year]: [dates]

d. [Medical] /[Psychological] treatment: [dates]

e. LAC reviews: [dates]



[bookmark: BME_8]Threshold

12. The threshold criteria are [agreed] / [in dispute] / [in dispute subject to concessions made].



[bookmark: BME_9]The key issues in the case are:

13. 

a. [Insert]



[bookmark: BME_10]The parties’ positions are:

14. 

a. [Insert]



[bookmark: BME_11]Other relevant matters:

15. 

a. [Insert]
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Order 8.3: Public Law Directions and Orders at the First Case Management Hearing



[bookmark: _Hlk506190612][bookmark: _Hlk512280960]In the Family Court	Case no. [Case number]

sitting at [Court name]













The Children Act 1989

The Adoption and Children Act 2002





The child[ren]

[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]

[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]





ORDER MADE BY [NAME OF JUDGE] AT THE CASE MANAGEMENT HEARING ON [DATE] WHICH IS THE FIRST CASE MANAGEMENT HEARING WITHIN THESE PROCEEDINGS



CMO NO. [NUMBER] AT TIMETABLE WEEK NO. [NUMBER]



The parties and representation at this hearing

1. The applicant is [name of local authority], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]



The first respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]



The second respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]



The third respondent[s] [is] / [are] the child[ren] (by their children’s guardian [guardian name], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]



The intervener is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]





Important notices

(NOTE: THE SECOND AND THIRD WARNINGS MAY APPEAR AT THE START OF THE ORDER, AS SHOWN HERE, OR AT THE END)



Confidentiality warning

The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the court’s permission.



Compliance warnings

All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.



General provisions in this order, the first case management order, to apply in subsequent case management orders

The following provisions in this first case management order shall apply throughout these proceedings unless the subsequent order expressly makes different provision:-

(i) The declaration made under the heading of “Jurisdiction”.

(ii) The identification of an allocated judge under the heading “Allocation”.

(iii) The provisions made under the heading of “Documents/Bundles”.

(iv) The provisions made under the heading of “Variation of orders”.





THE COURT ORDERS



Jurisdiction

2. The court declares it is satisfied it has jurisdiction in relation to the child[ren] based on habitual residence.


Parents’ initial statement/response to threshold

3. The [mother] / [father] / [parents] must by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court and to the other parties a statement setting out:

a. a response to threshold;

b. a response to the local authority evidence to date;

c. proposals for the long-term care of the child[ren], including the names and contact details of alternative carers proposed by the parent;

d. the parent’s proposals for the placement of the child[ren] both in the immediate and long term;

e. any other matters relevant to the issues before the court and the welfare of the child[ren].

4. The parents having failed to comply with the direction given on allocation requiring them to provide a response to threshold, if the parents fail to comply with this direction they shall be taken as not disputing threshold criteria as set out by the local authority.



Family Group Conference

5. The local authority must consider whether to convene and, if appropriate, make a referral for a family group conference (FGC) and must by 4.00pm on [date] either:

a. confirm the date the FGC is to be held; or

b. if it is not proposed to hold a FGC, explain why not.



6. The local authority may disclose the case papers to the FGC Co-ordinator to prepare a report for a FGC, which report may be disclosed to all members of the FGC.



7. The local authority must within 14 days after the FGC is held send minutes of the FGC to the court and to the other parties.



Alternative carer assessments

8. [bookmark: _Ref512258414]The parents must by 4.00pm on [date] provide the local authority with the details (including contact details) of any person they wish to be considered as alternative carers for the child[ren] in the event that the child[ren] cannot be returned to or remain with the parents.   If the parents fail to comply with this direction it may mean that any person put forward late cannot be considered because of the delay it would cause to the child[ren]’s timetable.



9. The local authority must, by 4.00pm on [date] send to the court, to the person being assessed and to the other parties [suitability] / [viability] / [standard] assessments of the following

a. [insert];

b. The local authority may apply to review whether an assessment should be continued or cancelled in the event that it contends that the proposed carer is not a realistic option for care.



10. In the event that the [suitability] / [viability] assessment[s] [is] / [are] positive the local authority must by [date] send full special guardianship or connected person foster care assessments to the court and to the other parties.


Further, the local authority is requested to consider funding a one off session of legal advice (at legal aid rates) for one potential carer (or joint carers) for consideration of the legal basis upon which they seek to care for the child[ren] (for example as foster carers or special guardians).



11. In the event that the suitability, viability or full assessments are negative the local authority must forthwith on completion of the assessment write to the person assessed with a copy of the assessment,  confirming the date, time and venue of the next court hearing and a list of local solicitors who are members of the Children Accreditation Scheme, explaining that in the event that the person challenges the assessment they must:

a. seek legal advice as soon as possible;

b. inform the local authority in writing within 7 days that they dispute the factual assertions of the assessment and/or its conclusions; and

c. attend the next court  hearing.

(SEE SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIPS DIRECTIONS RELATING TO REDACTION OF SENSITIVE/CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL FROM REPORT BEFORE DISCLOSURE TO PARTIES)



12. The [parents] / [family] having been given time to identify other persons to be assessed [and having failed to do so] no further viability assessments shall be undertaken [without court order].



Parenting assessment by local authority

13. The local authority must undertake a parenting assessment of [name] [as joint and as sole carers] and must file the assessment report by no later than 4.00pm on [date].



14. In the event that the parents have any cognitive or physical difficulties, the assessment must address:

a. whether, and if so how, such difficulties impact on their ability to parent;

b. what steps have been taken by the local authority to ensure that the parent[s] understand[s]  and [is] / [are] able to engage in the assessment;

c. what support has been given, and is proposed, to enable the parent[s] to meet the needs of the child[ren];

d. active consideration of the parents’ capacity to change.



Final evidence

15. The local authority must by 4.00pm on [date] send their final evidence and care plans to the court and to the other parties.



16. The parent[s] and the children’s guardian must by 4.00pm on [date] send their position statements to the court and to the other parties.



17. The parent[s] must by 4.00pm on [date] send their final statements of evidence to the court and to the other parties.



18. The children’s guardian must by 4.00pm on [date] send a final case analysis to the court and to the other parties.



Advocates’ meetings

19. [bookmark: _Ref512258371]The child[ren]’s solicitor must arrange an advocates’ meeting for no later than 2 working days before each hearing.  Each advocates’ meeting shall be attended by the advocates who will appear at the hearing to which the advocates’ meeting relates or any subsequent fact-finding or final hearing if different.



20. The agenda for the advocates’ meeting on [date] must include:

a. agreement of a threshold document setting out any remaining issues for the court to decide;

b. an agreed template for the hearing on [date].



Issue resolution/early final hearing

21. There will be an [issues resolution] / [early final] hearing at [court] at [time] on [date] allowing [time estimate]. The parties and their legal representative must attend by 1 hour before the time listed for pre-hearing discussions.

a. The parties other than the local authority must by 3 working days before the [IRH] / [EFH] send to the court and to the other parties their position statements setting out clearly what issues remain, including any issues about threshold, and identifying those witnesses whose evidence is required to address the remaining issues.

b. The local authority must by 11.00am on the working day before the [IRH] / [EFH] send a case summary and draft case management order to the court and to the parties.  The case summary must 

i. identify the issues agreed at the advocates’ meeting and those which remain to be decided;

ii. identify the witnesses whose evidence is needed to resolve the remaining issues;

iii. include a witness template for the final hearing.

c. All evidence, including expert evidence, must have been filed at court and sent to the parties by the time of the IRH.

d. The court may treat that hearing as an early final hearing, may take evidence and may make final orders.

e. If the parent[s] fail to attend the hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care [and placement] orders.

f. The children’s guardian must attend this hearing unless [he] / [she] has a prior professional commitment and has been excused at the time the IRH is fixed.



Documents/Bundles

22. No document other than a document specified in an order or filed in accordance with the Rules of any Practice Direction shall be filed without the court’s permission.



23. Court bundles must be prepared and lodged at court in accordance with Practice Direction 27A.



24. Permission is [not] given for the court bundle to exceed 350 pages [limited to [number] pages].



25. The local authority must provide a witness bundle for any hearing at which evidence is to be called.



Variation of orders

26. Any application to vary this or any other order is to be made to the allocated judge on notice to all parties.



27. An application to vary this or any other order may be made by email to the allocated judge provided the party seeking variation seeks the prior agreement of the other parties and when seeking the variation must submit a draft order and confirm whether:

a. the proposed variation is agreed; and, if so

b. to what extent the proposed variation would affect the timetable for the proceedings.



Dated [date]




SCHEDULE



Child[ren]’s current arrangements

1. The child[ren] [is] / [are] living with [name(s)] and [is] / [are] having contact with the parent[s] [name(s)]. 



Allocation

2. The proceedings are allocated to [name of judge].



Timetable for the proceedings

3. 26 weeks from the date of issue of these proceedings will expire on [date].



4. The timetable cannot be completed within 26 weeks, but is expected to be completed by [date], because:

a. it is necessary to extend the timetable in order to resolve the case justly because [insert reasons];

b. the nature of the proceedings has changed in that [insert];

c. progress of the case has been delayed by litigation failure by one or more of the parties, namely [name].

d. The impact on the welfare of the child[ren] of such delay is [insert].



Timetable for the child[ren]

5. The key dates for the child[ren] are as follows:

a. [Moves of school] / [Start of new [school term] / [academic year]: [dates]

b. [Medical] /[Psychological] treatment: [dates]

c. LAC reviews: [dates]



Threshold

6. The threshold criteria are [agreed] / [in dispute] / [in dispute subject to concessions made].



The key issues in the case are:

7. 

a. [Insert]



The parties’ positions are:

8. 

a. [Insert]



Alternative carers

9. The following person[s] [is] / [are] identified as possible alternative carer[s]: [names(s)]

10. The parties have identified all the persons they wish to be assessed as possible alternative carers and the court has explained to them that any persons identified by them in the future may not be assessed due to the delay not being consistent with the timetable for the child[ren].



Other relevant matters:

11.

a. [Insert]
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Order 8.4   Short Form Order for any Hearing other than the First Case Management Hearing and the Final Hearing





[NOTE : ALL GREEN TEXT SHOULD BE DELETED BEFORE SUBMITTING DRAFT ORDERS FOR APPROVAL]



[NOTE: THE SHORT FORM ORDER IS INTENDED TO FOLLOW THE PRESIDENT’S GUIDANCE ON THE FORM OF ORDERS IN CHILDREN’S CASES OF 17 JUNE 2019 AND THE REPORT OF THE

PUBLIC LAW WORKING GROUP AT PARAGRAPH 183. ANY ORDERS MADE AT THE HEARING SHOULD BE ADDED, USING WORDING SELECTED FROM THE PUBLIC LAW CASE MANAGEMENT DIRECTIONS AND ORDERS PRECEDENT LIBRARY FOUND IN STANDARD FAMILY ORDER 8.2, AND ONLY RECITALS RELEVANT TO THE PARTICULAR HEARING SHOULD BE INCLUDED]







In the Family Court	Case no. [Case number]

sitting at [Court name]









The Children Act 1989

The Adoption and Children Act 2002





The child[ren]

[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]

[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]





CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER MADE BY [NAME OF JUDGE] AT A FURTHER CASE MANAGEMENT HEARING / THE ISSUES RESOLUTION HEARING ON [DATE]



CMO NO. [NUMBER] AT TIMETABLE WEEK NO. [NUMBER]



The parties and representation at this hearing

1. The applicant is [name of local authority], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] 



The first respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] 



The second respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] 



The third respondent[s] [is] / [are] the child[ren] (by their children’s guardian [guardian name], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] 



The intervener is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] 









Important Notices



Confidentiality warning

The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the court’s permission.



Compliance warnings

All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.





THE COURT ORDERS



Next hearing(s)

2. There will be [a further case management hearing] / [a fact-finding hearing] / [an issues resolution hearing] / [a final hearing] at [court] at [time] on [date] allowing [time estimate].



Orders

3. [INSERT ANY ORDERS MADE AT THIS HEARING]





SCHEDULE

[ONLY INSERT RECITALS WHICH ARE RELEVANT TO THIS HEARING.



FOR EXAMPLE:



· THE AGREED BASIS OF AN ORDER.

· A CONCESSION.

· AN ISSUE RESOLVED.

· AN AGREEMENT.

· MECHANICAL INFORMATION, SUCH AS HOW AN EXPERT WILL BE PAID, BY WHOM AND WHAT ISSUES THE EXPERT SHOULD LOOK AT.

· THE HEARING BEING CONDUCTED REMOTELY.

· TIMES AND OTHER INFORMATION FOR THE LEGAL AID AGENCY.



IT SHOULD NOT REPEAT GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROCEEDINGS. NORMALLY, THAT WILL APPEAR ONLY IN THE FIRST CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER].





Dated [date]
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Order 8.5: Public Law Final Order




[image: image1.emf]In the Family Court
Case no. [Case number]

sitting at [Court name]

The Children Act 1989


The Adoption and Children Act 2002


The child[ren]

[Name of child]
[Girl] / [Boy]
[dob dd/mm/yy]

[Name of child]
[Girl] / [Boy]
[dob dd/mm/yy]

FINAL ORDER MADE BY [NAME OF JUDGE] ON [DATE]

The parties and representation at this hearing

1. The applicant is [name of local authority], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]

The first respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]

The second respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]

The third respondent[s] [is] / [are] the child[ren] (by their children’s guardian [guardian name], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]

The intervener is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [solicitor firm name]] whose contact details are [chambers/firm name], [phone number], [email]

Important notices


Confidentiality warning


The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the court’s permission.

RECITALS


The parties’ positions at this hearing were:


2. [Insert parties’ positions]

THE COURT ORDERS [BY CONSENT]

Jurisdiction


3. The court declares it is satisfied it has jurisdiction in relation to the child[ren] based on habitual residence.

Final orders

4. [Name(s)] [is] / [are] placed in the care of the local authority.

5. The local authority are authorised to place [name(s)] for adoption. The consent of [name] to the making of a placement order is dispensed with on the ground that the welfare of the child[ren] requires that consent be dispensed with.


6. [Name] and [name] are directed to keep the court and the local authority informed of their addresses and contact details.  If they do not do so, service may be effected by post to their last known addresses. Such service may be deemed to be sufficient notice of any subsequent adoption proceedings and hearings within them.

7. [Name] must allow [name(s)] to have contact with [name] as follows: [insert].

8. [Name(s)] [is] / [are] put under the supervision of the local authority until [date].

9. There shall be a child arrangements order as follows:


a. The child[ren] shall live with [name].

b. [Name)] must make sure that the child[ren] [name(s)] spend time or otherwise have contact with  [name]  as follows: [insert].

10. [Name(s)] [is] / [are] appointed special guardian[s] of [name(s)].

11. The [local authority having withdrawn their application, the] court makes no order.


Involving the child


12.  [Name] must explain the outcome of this hearing to the child[ren].

13. The [letter from the judge to] / [summary of reasons for this order for] the child[ren] annexed to this order must be given to the child[ren] by [name] [who must also give any further explanation sought by the child[ren]].

[image: image2.png]





Dated [date]
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Appendix H: template case summaries and position statements





H1. Case summary on behalf of the local authority







Case No.[............]



CASE SUMMARY NUMBER [No.]



ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT LOCAL AUTHORllY FOR THE HEARING ON [DATE]

Re ...

[Insert the abbreviated case title such as Re Al







THE CHILD(REN)



		Name

		Age & DOB

		Living arrangements

		Orders/S20 including the date



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		









THE RESPONDENTS AND INTERVENERS



		Party

		Name

		Relationship to the children



		1 Respondent

		

		



		2	Respondent
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TIMETABLE



Please do not delete the columns below. The dates should be filled in when the event has occurred.



		Event

		Date of the event or date by which the event should be listed including any relevant summary



		Application

		



		26	weeks	from issue		of

application.



Please	include

dates	of	any extension.

		



		EPO

		



		ICO

		



		PCMH	(6	days from issue)

		



		CMH (12-18 days from issue)

		



		IRH (no later than week 20)

		



		Final hearing



(completed by no later than week 26)

		













		Has PLO taken place

		Yes/No



		If so, please confirm;



1. The length of the PLO, and



2. The summary outcome of any assessments.

		







FAMILY GROUP CONFERENCE



		Has a FGC taken place

		Yes/No



		If so, please confirm;



1. The outcome(s) of the conference



2. Any agreed plan

		









THRESHOLD & FINDINGS



		Date of the threshold/findings document

		1. Interim:



2. Final:



		Date of responses by the relevant parties/interveners

		1. 1 Respondent mother:



2. 2	Respondent father:



3.



		Please confirm that the Applicant has all the evidence it requires in support of the threshold findings sought.

(If	there	is		any outstanding evidence		please identify			each outstanding evidence and the date by which it will be filed and served)

		



		Are threshold/findings agreed?

		



		If	not	agreed,

please set out a summary	of	the

		







		main	areas	of dispute.

		









COMPLIANCE



		Have	previous	court	orders	been complied with

		Yes/No



		If not please identify the order not complied with and suggested directions sought

		









LINKED OR PAST PROCEEDINGS



		Are there linked or past proceedings involving members of this family

		Yes/No



		If so, please confirm;



1. The identity of the same; and



2. The	outcome	of	those proceedings.

		









APPLICATIONS TO BE DETERMINED AT THIS HEARING (e.g. Part 25)



		Application (identify the applicant)

		Person(s) being assessed/subject to the application

		Peron(s) undertaking the assessment

		Proposed completion date



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		









ISSUES TO BE DETERMINED AT THIS HEARING



		Issue

		Applicant's position

		Mother's position

		Father's position

		Guardian's position

		Other



		1.

		

		

		

		

		



		2.
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SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED DIRECTIONS/ORDERS



		Number

		Directions/Orders

		Agreed/not agreed



		1.

		

		



		2.

		

		









SUMMARY OF THE RELEVANT BACKGROUND





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR FURTHER SUBMISSIONS





SUGGESTED READING LIST



		Document

		Date

		Bundle ref



		1.

		

		



		2.

		

		



		3.

		

		



		4.

		

		













[Please insert advocate's or the author's details including the date]
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